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, Washington — The presence 
of a former Central In- 
telligence .Agency operative 
on the staff of Action, the fed- 
eral agency that includes Ihe 
Peace Corps, was discovered 
by Sen. Claiborne Pell, then 
kept out of the public record 
because it was a short-term 
mistake. '• 

In early April, Pell submit- 
ted six written questions to 
Action Director Joseph 
Blalchford at a Senate foreign 
relations committee hearing 
on tlie agency’s authorization 
■ for the coming fiscal year. 
Two of the questions involve 
Pell's belief that a CIA age nt 
had been used in ' a poii'cy^”' 
making position in lire Peace 
Corps. , 

The use of such agents in 
the Peace Corps is contrary 
to a long-standing policy. Host 
/’countries could not be expect- 
ed to welcome Peace Corps 
volunteers if there was any 











taint of intelligence gathering 
operations about them. 

A few weeks ago, Blatch- 
ford replied to the Pell ques- 
tion, saying that a former 
agent had been briefly in- 
volved in administrative af- 
fairs of the Action agency 
when it was formed through 
the merger of the Peace 
Corps and Vista (Volunteers 
in Service to America), The 
agent had originally worked 
for Vista. He has since been 
detailed to the Office of Eco- 
nomic Opportunity. 

The original Blatc.hford 
reply carried a handwritten 
notation that Poll’s staff had 
agreed not to make the disclo- 
sures public. Pell’s staff re- 
jected the copy with the 
handwritten notation and in- 
sisted on a dean copy. A Pell 
spokesman said the purpose 
w'as to let Pell make the deci- 
sion on disclosure himself. 

Pell then decided that the 
agent had been only mar- 
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Joseph Blalchford 
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ginally involved In the Peace 
Corps, and then only for a few 
weeks. For that reason, he 
agreed to withhold the infor- 
mation on the agent from the 
record of the hearing. 

According to Action, the 
agent was -Eric If. Biddle Jr., 
who served with the CIA in 
Europe and Washington dur- 
ing the 1950s. - : . 
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United Press International 

The revelation that an ex- 
CIA agent is on the payroll of 
Action, the government agen- 
cy which includes the Peace 
Corps, was deleted from a 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee report after a per- 
sonal plea by Action Director 
Joseph II. Blalchford, it was 
learned today. 

/ The former agent, Eric H. 
' Biddle Jr., since has been de- 
tailed away from Action be- 
cause such employment would 
be. contrary to the agency’s 
stated policies. 

Biddle,- who served with the 
CIA in Greece, Germany, and 
Washington during the 1950s, 
currently works in the Office 
of Economic Opportunity. He 
continues to be paid through 
■ Action. 

Blatchford’s sensitivity to 
the CIA issue came to light 
following questioning by Sen. 
Claiborne Pell, D-R.I., during 
an April 7 Foreign Relations 
Committee - hearing on fiscal 
1973 authorizations for the 
Peace Corps. 

Written Answers 

Pell, • though not present, 
submitted six questions for 
Bl.atchford to answer. Includ- 
ed was the question: “Are 
there any former employes of 
the CIA or other intelligence 
agencies now on the payroll of 
Action, regardless of whether 
. they are now performing du- 
ties for Action?” 

A week later Blatchford sent 
written answers to all six 
questions to Pell, with a hand- 
written postscript at the bot- 
om of the cover letter. 

“I have an understanding 
with your staff that these 
' questions and answers are for 
your personal use and will not 
be put into the record. We ap- 
preciate your sensitivity to 
this issue.” 

Pell’s staff, however, reject- 
ed the postscript and demand- 


ed a new cover letter without 
the agreement. This was done. 

Nevertheless, when Pell 
turned over the questions and 
answers to the committee for 
publication in the report of the 
hearing, the two questions in- 
volving Biddle’s employment 
were deleted. 

Questions Deleted 

Thomas Hughes, Pell’s press 
secretary, said yesterday the 
senator decided to eliminate 
the material from the public 
record because it “could very 
w'ell be very damaging and 
embarrassing to the Peace 
Corps.” . 

Hughes and William Young, 
the senator’s administrative 
assistant, ' said Biddle had 
some control over' Peace 
Corps functions, during the 
brief period he actually was 
working in Action, but an Ac- 
tion spokesman denied it. 

Paul Costello, an Action 
press official, said Biddle was 
•detailed out of Action two 
weeks after the merger of sev- 
eral agencies in July. 
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Sie hatten keinen Computer notig, 
um herauszufinden, daB man mil 
zwolf Jiingern heutzutage keine Reli- 
gion mehr verbreiten kann, weswcgen 
sio 30 000 oulboten und im Jahre 
1960 ihren Prcisidenten John F. Kennedy 
zu ihnen sogen lichen: „Nun gehct bin 
•in olle Welt und Icbret olio Volker, so 
sie es sich gefal'en lassen, den Ame- 
rican Way of Life!" Und er taufle die 
30 000 auf den Namen „Pecce Corps” 
(..Friedonskorps"), was nach amerika- 
nischer Ansicbt sowohl den Christen 
wie den Heiden unveradchtig crschei- 
nen muOte, und entlieB dos Fricdcns- 
heer in alle Wir.drichtungen, auf daB 
in den Hirnen der Unwissendcn eine 
starke l.iebe zu Amerika und ein hefti- 
ger Widerwille gcgen amerikanische 
Teufel erbliihe. 

In den Peace-Corps-Empfangerlan 
dcrn crregten die Peace Corpcrale so 
glcicli betrachtliches Aufsehen, v/cil 
man riort nie zuvor Leutc kennengc 
lerivt hatte, die soviel reden konnten 
oline dabei den Wunscli nach irgend 
einer nutzlichcn Tatigkeit erkennen zu 
lassen, So tauflon die Lateinamerika 
ner das US-, Cuerpo de Paz" (..Erie 
denskorps”) in ..Cucrpo de Paseo' 
(,,Spaziergangcrkorps") um und ent 
deckten ouch bold, daB der Sinn der 
Junger nicht so sehr nach unentgelt 
lichem Friedcn, sondern nach Informa 
tionen gegen bar bei der ClA-Kasse 
stand. 

Wahrend man in den 
Corps-Nc.thschub noch in 
schicdenen Landessprachen 
lekten unterrichtet, flogen 
Friedenskiinder fcer 
warts. In Bolivico 
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wie Pakistan die Junger nicht longer 
leiden mocbte, weil „die amerikanr- 
schen Freiwilligen nichts anderes ver- 
kaufen konnen als den Lebensstil eines 
Amerikaners dci Mittelklasse", Und 
das war fur die Regierung genauso viol 
zuwenig wie furs Volk zuviel. 

So durfte denn Blatchford die 
Stunde ervvarten, da er seine 30 000 
Junger winder beisammen habon 
wurde, als ihm graBliche Nachricht v/i- 
derfuhr: Vor der US-Zentralo demon- 
strierten ehemalige Peace-Corps-Mit- 
glieder mit roten Fahnen und Losun- 
gen wie ..Befreiung — nicht Befrie- 
dung" und ,,Wir sind dem USA-impe- 
rialismus begegnet!" 

Die Peace-Corps-Frfinder hatten in 
der Eile der Aufstellung ihrer Streit- 
macht vollig iibersehen, dab ihre 
Friedenssolaaten drouBen in der gro- 
Ben, weiten, freicn Welt dem Duft der 
mehr bekannten Art amerikanischer 
Friedensstiftung begegnen konnten — 
dem Krieg namlich — , und daB vide 
einen gewissen Widerspruch zwischcn 
ihm und ihrer deklarierten Friedensmis- 
sion entdecken wiirden. . 

Auf seine Verlustiiste konnte Blatch- 
ford forner einige tausend Friedenskiin- 
der setzen, die ihre Aufgabe ernst go- 
nommen hatten und tatsachlich vom 
Friedcn kijndeten — bloB Icider nichl 
den speziell amcrikanischen. Blatch- 


USA den 
130 ver- 
und Dia- 
dle ersten 
sits wiedcr heim- 
war man so vor- 
nehm, ihre ,,Anwesenheit fiir nicht mehr 
nolwendig zu erachten", wahrerd man 
in Chile die mehr offenherziga Art des 
Hinauswurfs bevorzugte. Die aus Per- 
sien der Heimat Zustrebenden hatten 
sogar den Eindiuck, hinausgeschossen 
worden zu scin, war doch in der Fecce- 
Corps-Zentraie cine Bombe losgegon- 
gen. 

Schlimmor noch beriihrte den Peace- 
Ccrps-Che! Blatchford die Nachricht, 
daB sclbst cine so befreundete Notion 



der richliqen Adresse: „Chef, hier 
ein Mann, der einen ncuen Inva- 
sionsmarsch komponiert hot." 

Aus „Ncw York Herald Tribune" 


An 

ist 




..Frieden, Bruderiichkeit, Weg mit der 
A-Bombe" zum Ku-Kfux-Kian-Manni 
„LaB mich, ich bin doch auch von der 
CIA!" 

Aus ..Christian Science Monitor". 

USA • * ' ' 


r 'To the right addre-ss: "Boss, 
v who has composed a new invasion march. " 


ford zahite seinen traurigeri Rest zu- 
sammen, und siehe, ^la waren es nur 
noch 19 000. 

Chef Blatchford hatte die Sache 
gem geheim gehalten, aber da die 
CIA-Zentrale die gleichen Verluste ab- 
zubuchen liatte wie or, wurde gar bald 
ruchbar, daB das Peace Corps mal 
wieder so ein rechter Volltreffer ins Tor 
zur omerikonischen Lobensvvc.ise ge- 
worden war. So kiirzte der KongreB die 
Mittel radikal um 10 Millionen Dollar. 
Blatchford in der Preisgestaltung 
militanter Unternehmen erfahren, rcch* 
nete der Presse sogleich vor, da!3 „un. 
ser Budget noch nicht einmal hcilb so 
hoch ist wie der Preis fur ein U-Boot", 

l.ediglich der Vorsitzende des Haus- 
haltsausschusses fiir Auslandshilfe, Otto 
Passman, wird mit dem Peace Corps 
endlich gliicklich, Hatte er doch vor 
Jahren bereits gebetet: „Sollte ich vor 
meinom Tc.d noch einen letzten Wunsch 
auBern durfen, so ware es die Auflb- 
sung des Peace Corps." Friecle seinei; 
und des Peace Corps Ascne, 

here is a man 


C-CTi'T '’i F-" . 
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NOT V/ ELL RECEIVED 

/Article; East ^erlin BERLINER ZEITUNG 14 May 72 p 97 
They did not need a computer to tell that a religion cannot 

be spread any more with 12 disciples, so they came up with 30,000 
and fcn I960 had President Kennedy say to them: "Go into the world 
and teach all nations to accept the American way of life." And he 
ghEisiEHfidi christened the 30,000 the Peace Corps, which the 
Americans felt would not cause suspicion either among the Christians 
or the heathens, and sent ik&Ki this Peace Corps In all directions 
so that in the minds of the Ignorant a strong love for America 
and a strong aversion to American devils might blossom forth. 

In the Peace Corps host countries the peace corporals created 
considerable sensation because the people there had never met people 
who could talk so much without revealing a desire for any useful 
activity. So the Latin Americans shacls.ianad rechr.is tened the 
TT.S. Cuerpo de Paz (Peace Corps) Cuerpo de Paseo (Walking Corps) and 
soon discovered that the purpose of the disciples was directed not 
so much toward gratuitous peace a3 toward gathering Information 
for CIA cash. 

While in the U.S.A. the Corps* reinforcements were instructed 

in 180 different languages and dialects, the first heralds of peace 

were flying back home. In Bolivia they were jdc polite enough "to 

in Chile 

consider their presence no longer necessary'," while/they preferred 

- 

the more frank expulsion. Those hurring back home from Persia even 
had the Impression that they had been fired away, for a bomb had 
exploded in the Peace Corps center 0 

- 1 - 
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Even worse for Peace Corps chief Blatchford was the news that a 

nation as friendly as Pakistan could not stand the disciples any 

longer because "the American volunteers can sell nothing but the 

life style of the American middle class." And that was just as 

insufficient for the government as it was too much for the people, 
as 

Then /Blatchford awaited the hour when he would xgnin have 
disciples 

his 30 , 000 /together again, horrible news came to his attention: 

In front of the U.S. center former Peace Corps members were 

demonstrating with red flags and slogans like itgraEdsm "Liberation - 
'not iifesMtiim pacification" and"We have mai encountered U.S. 
imperialism." 

The Peace Corps inventors, in 'the rush of establishing their 
forces, had completely ignored the fact that In the big, wide, free 
world the soldiers of peace would encounter the scent of the better 
known kind of American peacemaking — namely war -- and that- many 
would discover a certain contradiction between this’ and their pnafaaxn 
professed peace mission. 

On his list of the missing Blatchford could also place a few 
thousand heralds of peace who had taken their task seriously and 
told the story of peace -- but unfortunately not the especially 

American one. Blatchford counted up his sad remainder, and, behold, 
there were only 19,000. 

Chief jjjlatchford would gladly have kept the affair a secret, 

v~ rtLor/iiti- 

but since CIA headqua£ers had the same number of losses, it soon 
became known that the Peace Corps had become a strike against the 
American way of life 0 So the Congress cut its funds radically by 

- 2 - 
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10,000,000 dollars. Blatchford, experienced in pricing militant 
undertakings, calculated for the press that "our budget is not 
half the price of a submarine." 

Solely the chairman of the budget committee for foreign aid, 
Otto Passman, will finally be pleased with the Peace Corps. Years 
ago he had prayed: "Should I be permitted to express one last kM 
wish before my death, it would be the dissolution of the Xxx Peace 
Corps." May his and the Peace Corps' ashes rest in peace. 
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